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FUGITIVE ON VENUS" 



By Leslie Mai ward 




F"l llic l^ure then was Alec, f 



Mm 



SB 

fills 



■trength |g drug himaell to the side and to par 
over, without much hops. 

Yet what he m mi rig him aeite Gaygcli 
■M ."id Jctk II Joyfully, 

l.nygel Olnrrj ami KTO,uicd. (hen forced him- 
sell I.. B silling po-ition. I Tim cvra Winked. 
i 1 " n I 'I Mm i ■n r I I. 

"LuncH" Alec gasped. "5m!" 



And (iaygel croaked homely: "Not otdy 
land. Inn the land we an seeklm/ The deaerip. 
Hon hta perfectly. The Inland o! the Ktinl 
We must go rarofully now ... we must wail 
lot daikneu." 

They utile hack Into the brat, hut now their 
hopes Here high again, and they fell nrfnabed 
matitally. Whim there »ai land theie would 
be (and. and the means of quenching their 
thirsts -and after that they could condone their 

And to. a> the purple dusk enveloped them 
again, ttity began to jaddle silently towards the 



^ I 1 ■ ■ ' 'H' ' ' I ■ .I''' I 

t'HIti' r I I 'h' 'i l.irrl [ l„ „ ,|, , \ 

even alter they had covered a good 
yanla, and Alec began to wt dial 11 
Wand mitihl he walfil,^,;,.] i„ |[i is „ 
At length Ihcy located a rock ol re 



more so now thai they were actually at th, 
destitution and knew they weir two lone man, 

Fortunately their iiupnr in the boat had 
helped to niton their tired bodies, and now 
they hid eaten and -punched their Ihln-ts they 
were able lo faca the hours ahead until daylighl 
wlth^nore equanirnity. The night dragged 

The dawn came, finding them hollow-eyed 
and weary, but ready fnt n frr-sh atari. Alec 
had unwrappi.ri the rile ttom the walerpiool 



..1 Hie oppnsiti. 
go In a body." 
Aire nn.J ii.rJ 



:,ch;,: 



"tided 1 " aw] 



L.ihni:^ M..ii il.,.1 liM-i> Imiiki-! Ill.ill H|i', 

were entitled to in GavgeTs opinion. Maturity 
was iwhcd parly, arui old age crept on quickly, 

r I - 1 1 lit -.111 \ I i-.i .: ml -n.,|,|-i il ui-.li 

yon to reply to our questions. Do yoq hear us?" 

The old woman whined: "Em." She wu 
loo old lo bo surprised, 01 airaid. 

Gaygel continued: "How can we reach the 
place at which the games take place?" 

M11' 1 .in-.ii leieu ll.'i [■II'. >lit 1,1 i.J: " 1 In- nll.it 
of the Sea God?" ^ ? _ 



The Kran, struck through the heart, dropped 
instantly, and Gaygel wiped hit blade on the 
man's thigh* and slid his sword back into hit 

b*tt. 

"Now we have lost the party through this 



G **Why should I answer?" the whine 
am not afraid to die. Why do y.m » 
know where the games take place?" 



continued, ai 

Alec wi* beginning to get afl 
would, i-vcn now. be too late! 



the Krans aa th 
passing so quickly th 
M— atiaid th 



, (n.n 



a o! no 



blindly. Wi 

games, at the sword point. Do you agree?" 

Alec agreed readily, and they pushed on until 
they beheld the shimmering, multi-coloured 

cUed'care in "approaching, b'm !t"ia illent'and 
deserted. Presumably the Krans were convinced 
they had nothing to tear in their own stronghold, 

to tee the" strange while' girl" sacrificed' and™o 
uonhip a! [he altar of their God. 

Gaygel and Alec trod down the street silently, 
prepared to lace any who might remain The 



ick. But Caa ton laid a detaining hand upon 

"Do not kill her. Gaygel." 

"But why not? She refuses to anawerl" 

"That may be — but upon Earth we do not 

11 old women," 

lemy. They are alF onTenemU Doubtleu 
Is very crone has begat lome <il tlnne d^s 

The olif^n^'n had E™n inspecting Caslon 
™ lu thii dialogue, and now she uld 

>[ Air kind What do yon hen.?" 
■1 come tram afar," staled Canton, ■'making 
one who was taken from me, A girl, who is 

m Thi*o'ld crone nodded: "You are kind, and 
although I do not understand you, 1 will tell 
you that which you wish to know if you think 
yau can prevail against my countrymen," 



"Yo 



sagged against her wrinkled flesh. 

, i-! 1 , , 1 Hi, -I ,hil .ilI.i in 

average Life span was incredibly short. From 
what Gaygel had told him. Alec had computed 



Continue from here (a a straight lino, 
will find the lake and the altar." 
Then she took a fit of coughing, 1 



urriidly away u 

•till at It. 

do we know 
id Gaygel. 



was not lying?" 
Apparently she 



nl my rlmi inllar. He lilted * helping hflnd to m pint, downtrnddm, 

mlv r " 1 I. .'?k i-il i" 1 ' I 'A I'l- aMlf-- 

k ]Ktt," |> It VOH «•!»>" 

w,i<< Mii'iiiiitt v"ui ltd, din Hi 

i," pilf'.l Maty, flntntiKraed. my b 

don't quit R I'll ])in his rats * ™ 

buck.'. . ." 1 bram.".' and thin broke CfJ 
If, okay, Somioti, I mumbled. al lhe bLltkja ^ Mhirh h( , „ a , ^ 



i(sh In Vei-p me while 1 K 
t*y.i H |*<J - ll * liv w.iv Ih ii 
ii II ll.- li.iIT.UT. ii[ 111.' aili. 



don't yiwj. »ny more,. Marjf, or I'll be i ho s - 

Thole was a tumWt ftnra Ihr hmgh baby 
behind. I grabbed Mary's hand and said: 

"You'll jml lave to get rid or It annus way." 
I told her. "Why. Hit trick, lu you all rhi 

(ftat'uuniii 'V'™'*™™^^ "Thai's the 
tiMu,,.'. v.,u v. mentioned honryin™^™, ^ 



tlif luilv'il In i: I i-r-ni:li r.i U ml » uti iiI-ji.- " 

Mary mid Indignantly: "1 will not. I dulVt 



t tuppin, .1 .«■ bora hat W.i I baatlly 
jLmp*) «■•/. 1 Hie.. "W See vhal I 
nvuir We r.ouldn t ooaubvy uvi a on out 
horuymonn. tsuld »ei ' 

rJ. I (sw aei- 1 «*« K«fmt 

ol lond of It rhjngb But 1 know what yog 
mm* H »culdJ, l do at all or. i hixeyir.. on. 



n making good time dou 



Irrhhu b.ai.lark in h;s hand, and hie 1 
mUjIit have wen bken Miaigfit from lhe mi 
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"HE END. 
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